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TOP 10 HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS 
1. Inspect electrical decorations for damage before use. 
2. Do not overload electrical outlets. 
3. Never connect more than three strings of incandescent 

lights. 
4. Keep tree fresh by watering daily. 
5. Use battery-operated candles. 
6. Keep combustibles at least three feet from heat 

sources. 
7. Protect cords from damage. 
8. Check decorations for certification labels. 
9. Stay in the kitchen when something is cooking. 
10. Turn off, unplug and extinguish all decorations before 

retiring for the night or leaving the house. 

Emergency Preparedness  items are great stocking stuffers or 
gifts for Christmas. Help family members get prepared. Here are 
some affordable gift ideas: 

1. First aid kit 

2. Fire extinguisher  

3. Hand crank flashlight 

4. Emergency preparedness kit 

5. NOAA all hazard radio 

6. Smoke and Carbon Monoxide detector 

7. Foldable ladder for 2nd story windows 

8. Flashlights 

9. Whistle 

10. Enrollment in a CPR/First Aid Class 
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PREVENT FIRE DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
The top three days for home fires in the United States are   

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s.  

 Keep candles away from any combustible     materials.  

 Never drape anything over light bulbs. 

 Extinguish all candles before leaving the room or going to bed. 
Never leave a lit candle unattended. 

 Place your Christmas tree at least 3 ft. away from all heat 
sources including fireplaces, heaters and radiators. 

 

Home Safety for the Holidays 
The most wonderful time of the year also can be the 
most hazardous in your home. Police departments 
report a spike in burglaries from Thanksgiving to 
Christmas, and fire departments receive hundreds of 
calls involving fires caused by Christmas tree and 
holiday lights . Before the festivities kick into high 
gear, take a moment to protect your home and family 
by reducing the risk of these holiday hazards. 
 
1. When throwing away gift packaging, break down all 
boxes and place them in a dark colored trash bag or 
closed container—not an open bin. If you're unable to 
use one of these containers, consider waiting to put 
your trash out until the day of pick-up to reduce the 
time that the boxes are left out in the open. 
 
2. Don’t invite burglars to window-shop. Keep valuable 
items like computers and piles of gifts out of easy 
sight, away from windows or doors. If you're going 
out of town, keep the shades drawn. 
 
3.Check for identification before opening the door to 
a stranger, including delivery people; criminals 
sometimes pose as couriers delivering gifts. 
 
4. If you're going to be away from home for a few 
days, create the illusion of occupancy. Place indoor 
lights on timers and enlist a friend or neighbor to 
collect your mail, newspapers and deliveries.  
 
5. Do not use holiday lights that have worn or broken 
cords or loose bulb connections. Only use holiday 
lights that are certified by an independent testing 
laboratory and suited for the use you need—whether 
indoor or outdoor. 
 
6.Keep real trees well-watered. Researchers have 
found they are less likely to catch fire. When a tree 
begins dropping needles, it's time to take it to a drop
-off site or the curb. Trees that are not watered and 
dried out can be extremely flammable and result in a 
fatality more frequently than other home fires. Even 
artificial trees can be flammable, so make sure yours 
is identified by the manufacturer as fire-retardant. 
Styles with built-in electrical systems also should 
have the Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label. 
 
7. Safety should trump holiday decorations when it 
comes to candles. The top day for residential candle 
fires is Christmas Day, followed by Christmas Eve 
and New Year's Day, according to the National 
Safety Council . 
 
8. If you plan to enjoy a toasty fire, ensure your 
chimney flue is inspected and cleaned to remove 
flammable buildup. Keep any flammable items, like 
wrapped holiday presents and decorations, at least 
three feet away from the fireplace. 


